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Lantern Theater Company To Honor Villanova University President
and Barrymore Award-Winning Director Peter M. Donohue, O.S.A.
at Rite of Spring Benefit on Monday, May 1 at 6 p.m.

One Night Only Celebration Aims to Raise Over $50,000 in Support of
the Lantern’s Artistic and Education Programming

PHILADELPHIA (April 6, 2017) — Lantern Theater Company will host Rite of Spring on Monday, May 1,
2017 at 6 p.m., a festive evening to celebrate the company’s record-breaking 2016/17 season and to present the
2017 Luminary Award to the Rev. Peter M. Donohue, O.S.A, PhD, in recognition of his significant
contributions to the performing arts in Philadelphia.

With Philadelphia’s historic Union Trust serving as a stunning backdrop, the evening will include a cocktail
reception, buffet dinner, silent auction, award presentation, and live entertainment featuring theater artists from
Father Donohue’s 2002 Barrymore Award-winning production of Chicago. Auction items will include
exclusive vacation getaways, nights out at the region’s finest restaurants and cultural hotspots, priceless
collectibles, and unique experiences. All event proceeds will benefit the Lantern’s award-winning artistic and
education programming, which reaches over 20,000 adults and children each year. Rite of Spring is co-chaired
by 2016 Luminary Award recipient and frequent Lantern collaborator Mary Martello and Matthew Pettigrew.
Press planning coverage of the event are invited to make reservations by contacting Anne Shuff at
ashuff@lanterntheater.org by Monday, April 24, 2017.

Ticket prices range from $200 to $1,000 and are available online at www.lanterntheater.org or by calling the
Lantern Box Office at (215) 829-0395. Union Trust is located at 717 Chestnut St. in Center City Philadelphia.




About the Honoree

The Rev. Peter M. Donohue, O.S.A, PhD, has served as Villanova University’s president since 2006. Under
his leadership, Villanova has charted a course of significant transformation, including launching an ambitious
ten-year strategic plan and the university’s largest comprehensive fundraising campaign, initiating a vibrant
physical campus renovation, and dramatically expanding student opportunities. Father Donohue is a tenured
associate professor who served as chair of Villanova’s Department of Theatre from 1992 to 2006. He is also a
six-time Barrymore Award nominee for Outstanding Direction of a Musical, winning in 2002 for his production
of Chicago. He holds an MA in theater from the Catholic University of America, a MDiv from the Washington
Theological Union, and a PhD in theater from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.

About Lantern Theater Company

Founded in 1994, Lantern Theater Company launched its twenty-third season with a record number of
subscribers, its largest-ever operating budget at $1.3M, and a growing community of theater artists engaged in
its productions and audience enrichment events. Last season, the Lantern launched the Lantern Theater Artist
Fair Pay Initiative, a pioneering program to increase the compensation of its contract theater artists by 50%
over the prior season. The Lantern seeks to be a vibrant, contributing member of its community, exposing
audiences to great theater, inviting participation in dialogue and discussion, engaging audience members on
artistic and social issues, and employing theatrical language and techniques to enrich learning in the classroom.
Since the inception of the Barrymore Awards for Excellence in Theatre in 1995, the Lantern has received 94
nominations and 19 awards, including the 2009 Excellence in Theatre Education and Community Service
Award for its innovative education program, Illumination. The Lantern’s 2016/17 season concludes with The
Gospel According To Thomas Jefferson, Charles Dickens and Count Leo Tolstoy: Discord by Scott Carter and
directed by James ljames (June 1 — July 2, 2017). More information is online at www.lanterntheater.org.




FACT SHEET
Rite of Spring — A Festive Evening to Benefit Lantern Theater Company

EVENT DATE:
Monday, May 1, 2017 at 6 p.m.

PRESS INFORMATION:

Anne Shuff, Finance & Communications Consultant
ashuff@lanterntheater.org or (215) 888-6220

or

Stacy Dutton, Executive Director
sdutton@Ilanterntheater.org or (610) 420-1121

TICKET INFORMATION:

Online: www.lanterntheater.org

By Phone: (215) 829-0395

In Person: Lantern Box Office, 10th & Ludlow Sts., Philadelphia, PA 19107

TICKET PRICING:

$1,000 Benefactor Ticket

$500 Sponsor Ticket

$300 Patron Ticket

$200 Friend Ticket

Sponsorship opportunities are available and include event perks and public recognition; contact Stacy Dutton at
sdutton@Ianterntheater.org or (215) 829-9002 x101 for more information.

EVENT VENUE:
Union Trust, 717 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, PA 19107

PARKING/TRANSPORTATION:
Value parking is available for a nominal charge. Ample parking is also available at nearby lots and garages,
including SP+ Parking (733 Chestnut St.) and Parkway Corporation (711 Chestnut St.). Venue is also accessible

by taxi, SEPTA buses and trains, and the PATCO Highspeed line.

BENEFIT CO-CHAIRS:

Mary Martello & Matthew Pettigrew

BENEFIT COMMITTEE:
Eugene* & Joann Bissell

Parris Bradley

Nicholas D. Constan*

Jeffrey Cooper* & Nancy Klaus
Brendan* & Christine Cox
Stacy Maria Dutton*

Stephen Field*

Judith* & Charles Freyer
Melissa Greenberg*

Bernard & Judy Havard

Valerie Joyce

Betsy Kalish*

Gregory Kleiber* & Harriet Ravdin

Kevin Kleinschmidt*

Charles McMahon*

Donna Saul Millen*

David Pierson* & Barrie Trimingham
Elizabeth Renaud* & Robert Hoffman
Christine & Eric Quisenberry

Ellen Rosen Rogoff*

Anne Shuff & Mike Creech

Jeanne Sigler* & James Fratto

Janus Stefanowicz

Rebecca* & Rhys Williams

*Lantern Theater Company Board Member






